
 

 
   

 

 

 
 
Peter Sullivan  
45 Cooke Ave 
Alstonville NSW 2477 
 
 

21 July 2015 
 
Dear Peter, 
 
I am writing to acknowledge receipt of your recent correspondence directed to the Multiple 
Sclerosis Limited Board and myself as Chairman regarding the perceived lack of adequate 
information and effective participation regarding the development of the business case for transfer 
of crown asset to Multiple Sclerosis Limited. 
 
I can safely say that our organisation is committed to improving the lives of people affected by 
MS and that the needs and concerns of people with MS are at the forefront of everything we do.  
The CEO of MSL has taken significant strides towards providing more detailed information and 
directly engage through community engagement forums and a webinar in recent weeks. 
 
In response to the questions in this instance, I will address each in turn: 
 
“as well as being too late” – In 2012 the NSW Government presented an option that if MSL would 
forgo the $4.5m Stronger Together 2 funding (given the land is valued substantially greater than 
this amount) MSL would take ownership of the land with no caveats in respect to what MS could 
do with the land as long as the society continued to provide suitable facilities and care for its 
present residents and had available at least the number of respite places. The timeline and 
process for asset transfer is out of our control. 
 
“the redevelopment proposal lacks transparency, accountability and conflicts with statements 
made in other MSL documents”- On 1 June 2015 the NSW Government advised MSL and other 
NGOs of the process to develop a business case. MSL has no authority to put this out into the 
public domain, other than conduct consultations within the timeframes available. The six 
consultations held to date were to assist with the development of options to be financially 
modelled by the consultants assisting in the preparation of the business case, at the governments 
expense. All best endeavours are aiming for approval of the business case. Once approved, then 
a substantive and comprehensive consultation process will be undertaken. 
 
The CEO is most concerned that expectations in the MS community are carefully managed as 
there is no guarantee of NSW government approval of the asset transfer. If, in the end, this 
business case does not receive government support then MSL would need to enter negotiations 
for a long term lease. This would still leave most development options open other than selling the 
land. 
 
There is further consultation planned in the coming week to independently ascertain the 
accommodation preferences of the five current residents. As one option we are modelling the full 
replacement of the current residential and respite places, and extending the numbers of 
permanent and respite, with more contemporary state of the art facilities, collocated with specialist 
health services. 
 
The Lidcombe Project is being overseen by a subcommittee of the MSL Board to ensure all 
decision making related to project options is part of a totally accountable process. 



 

 
   

 

 

I have instructed the CEO to remove from the website the statement “We’re stepping away from 
a charitable/welfare model, into a competitive marketplace”. The sentence is misleading. 
 
I have provided each Multiple Sclerosis Limited Board member a copy of your correspondence 
for their review and consideration. Thank you for writing to us. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 

 
 
Peter Day 
Chairman 
Multiple Sclerosis Limited 
 

The Nerve Centre 
54 Railway road 
Blackburn Vic 3130 
 
T  03 9845 2702  
E  robyn.hunter@ms.org.au 
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